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policy of neutrality, and that the whole
k tone and language of the note were
*

Sufficient to indicate its purpose withoutfurther comment on his part.
Mr. Lansing's first statement, made

ftrally. and of which no official copy
was distributed, led to exaggerations
fef its language and purpose through'|>ut official Washington. Its most

f ptriking Phases on which the widest
Speculation was based were that the
tJnited States was "drawing nearer the
Verge of war." and that the sending of
the note "will indicate the possibility
of our being forced into the war." and
that neither he nor President Wilson
regarded the note "as a peace note."

It quickly became apparent that the
Secretary's first statement was not
fully approved at the White House, and
that there was question as to the wisdomof making any comment that
might affect the original note.

So. after a conference between PresidentWilson and Secretary Lansing,
the second statement was formally preparedand distributed by Secre.tary
Lansing, at the State Department.

It follows:

Text of Second Statement.
"I nave learnea rrom several iiuanrm

that a wronp impression was made by
the statement which I made this morning:.and I wish to correct that impression.
"My intention was to suggest the very

direct and necessary interest which th's
**- country, as one. of the neutral nations.

has in the possible terms which the
belligerents may have in mind, and 1
did not intend to intimate that the
government was considering any
change in its policy of neutrality.
which it has consistently pursued in
the face of constantly increasing dif'

g Acuities.
-yT "I regret that my words were open

to any other construction, as I now
realize that they were. 1 think that
the. whole tone and language of the
note to the belligerents shows the. purposewithout further comment on my
part. It is needless to say that 1 am

unreservedly in support of that pur**pose and hope to see it accomplished."
Secretary Lansing in calling in the

diplomatic representatives of the belligerentsduring the afternoon is understoodto have made it clear to them
individually that the I'nited States expectedthe replies of their governments
to be absolutely frank in all details.
The idea was gathered that the I'nited
States was looking forward to forming

> itself Into _a clearing house at least for
views and probably for terms.

Resolution Giving Approval
of President's Peace Notes

Is Introduced in the House
A resolution to have the House indorsePresident Wilson's peace notes

was introduced today by RepresentativeBailey, Pennsylvania.
senator Hitchcock made another futileeffort to get consideration of a

similar resolution in the Senate. He
introduced a resolution similar to that
referred yesterday to the foreign relationscommittee, but Senator Gallinger,
the republican leader, blocked its immediateconsideration by asking that it
go over a day under the rule. Senator
Hitchcock then announced that he.
would seek action on the resolution immediatelyafter the holiday adjournment.
Archbishop Bonzano Deeply
and Favorably Impressed by

President Wilson's Action
Archbishop Bonzano. the papal delegate,

is deeply and favorably impressed" with
President Wilson's action in bringing to
the attention of the European countries
at war and neutrals the possibilities of a

peace discussion, according to statements
made today by one of his representatives,
in a conversation with a reporter for The
Star at the papal delegate's residence.
The papal envoy, it was stated, is not in

receipt of any advices from Rome which
uhow that the Pope or the Vatican governmentis taking any steps to co-operatewith the United States or any other
government in any move for peace, but
It was said at the archbishop's residence
today that there is not the slightest doubt
that the Pope is anxious to be of service
In any peace move if the opportunity
comes. It was pointed out that the Pope^ had done everything he can in the interestof peace since early in the war.

It is believed at the papal delegate'sresidence that President Wilson's communicationsto the powers will be instrumentalin securing from the belligerentssuch expressions as will pave the way for
a peace discussion.

Former Secretary Bryan
Congratulates President

on Note to Belligerents
President Wilson Thursday received

a telegram from former Secretary
Bryan congratulating him on his note
to the belligerents. It said:

-T* "You have rendered an invaluable
service to a war-stricken world in askingthe belligerent nations to set forth
In specific terms the concessions and
assurances which they deem necessary
to the establishment of a lasting peace.
It would be a reflection upon the nationsat war to doubt that they Know
the ends for which they are fighting or
to assume that tliey have any purposes
^ hich they are unwilling to reveal.5 "A definite statement by both sides.Bo matter how far these statements
nay be apart, will clear the ait and afic-da basis for negotiations, and whenr^otiations begin they are not likely
to terminate until an agreement is
/reached, because neither side will coa%*>ntto assume responlbility for continuingthe unspeakable horrors of this

flict if any reasonable terms can
be secured.
"Accept cordial congratulations and

my earnest wish for the success of the
luu.t.ucn I « ni.;n )UU JiilVC iJitU Hie
<honor to inaugurate."

FOR HORIZONTAL IMPORT TAX.

Representative Garner to Introduce
Measure for Deficit Relief.

Representative Gamer of Texas, democraticm »mber of the ways and means
Committee, announced today that he
Vould soon introduce a resolution to
put a horizontal tax of from 10 to 12
|)» r cent on all imports except salt.

"A 10 per cent horizontal tax would
Het about 5225,000.000 a year at the
present rate of Imports," said he. "This
amount, added to the sale of the retraining"Panama canal bonds, would
sn** 't the threatened deficit."

Majority leader Kitchin said today£] had no idea at this time how more
y* venue^oould be raised.

Steamers Collide in Hampton Roads,
NEWPORT NEWH, Va., December 22
During a strong gale which blew ui

suddenly about 8 o'clock this morningtheGreek steamer Ananaslos collided
^lth an unidentified Norwegian steam
«r In Hampton roads off Old Point Com
tort. Both vessels now are fastened togetherand appear to be in no immediate.danger. The high winds continu*
end the water In the roads is so rough
that small boats cannot venture out t<
the damaged ships.

"A Christmas Idyll" Presented.
A Chrlatmaa playlet, "A Christmai

jffcdyll." vras given by the second Junion
~fef St. Cecilia's Academy last night ai

part of a special Christmas enter''talnmentgiven by the students last
trlght. Musical numbers and recitationswere given by Misses C. McHugh
M. Collins, E. Jones, R. Malone, H
O'Brien. 8. Brady, F. Klimkiewics, .1
Daly, R. Luckett. H. De Shazo. M
Daly. C. and H. O'Donnell, M. Nicholson
<\ Waters, E. Williams and F. and M
Jt&msay.

w

COMMinEE HEADS
NAMED BY HARPER

Inaugural Organization Completed
by Selection of Chairmen
and Vice Chairmen.

IMPORTANT POSTS FILLED

Completion of the inaugural organizationby the appointment of several
chairmen and vice chairmen of importantcommittees was announced by
Robert N. Harper, the inaugural chairman.at the headquarters in the c.ridironroom of the New Willard Hotel
rwln v"

For (he important posts of vice
chairmen of the reception committee
he named Frank H. Noyes and John P.
Story, jr. Charles A. Douglas is chairman
of this committee, which is in charge
of extending courtesies to public officials,including cabinet members, the
governors of the states, the democratic
national chairman and the other speciallyimportant inaugural guests.

Letters Await Committee.
Dr. Clarence J. Owens, managing directorof the Southern Commercial

Congress, has been appointed vice chairmanof the civic section committee,
which is in general charge of the organizationof the inaugural parade, arrangingfor bands and the mustering
into line of the hundreds of organizationsdesirous of participating.
This committee, although not yet

named, has hundreds of letters awaitingits <^nsideration.
As vice chairman of the committee on

badges and medals of which D. J. Cal-

CLIFFORD K. BERRVMAN,
Vice chairman of committee on court

of honor.

lahan is chairman, I>. S. Porter has
been selected as vice chairman.
Other chairmen and vice chairmen

named today are:
Comforts at Union station, Charles A.

Edwards, chairman.
Local transportation. .7. Fred Essary,

{chairman, and Frederick J. Haskins,
vice chairman.
Boy Scouts, Arthur Moses, chairman,

and W. <;. Dent, vice chairman.
Information booths. YV. (I. barter,

chairman and Herman E. tiasch. vice
chairman.

t

Committee on Fireworks.
The committee on fireworks was or-

ganized today with Harry King as
< hairman and Roger J. Whiteford vice
chairman. Inaugural Chairman Harper
and Committee Chairman King an-

nounced the personnel of the committee
as follows:

it. P. Andrew*, Cornelius T. Pelt. John
Boorba: , Julian Bryiawski I.. A. Kai

jtholorr.»-\v, Sidney Besselievre, J. Herj

Illt. ( K J. OWK\S,
\ irr i halriiixin < ominitte** on

Srctlon. V

bf-rt Corning, ^ W. «'urriden. T.
Crowley, C*-org** W. Driver, John R.
Kdwards, Karl Fl«-nning, Mav Fischer,
Frederick A. Kenning. Richard K.
Casch, William F. Cilrnore. C. J. Cock-I
eler, K. ('. 'iraham, Thomas Crant,
Isaac Cans, i'hil J. Herrmann. W. s.
Huge, W. S. IIok«-, jr I' T Hall,
A. F. Jorss. Fr*-d J. Kelly, J. Ceo
Kolb, John K Kr»*li, I!. I. Kaufman,
Slgrnund Kann. Joseph King. \\ j» r
King. Ceorge Kllleen. <\ \ Kanglev,
Halph W D**e. O'len Dike, W. c l..ok1er, Cuy V. Mason, Howard Moran, T.
S. Mason. George F. Aluth. J«.J,ri Mur-
rell, John D. Newbold. James I. N'orris,j Jr.. W. W Naii;: '".eorO'Connor.*! Samuel J. l'r«s<-olt, 11 W. Parsons.
Hugh Kellly, Sidney Keizenstein. W s.
Richardson. K S. Rochester, c s Red-

I man, Thomas Somerville. W. M< K.
Stowell, J. I» F. Schneider, Chailes
Selden. jr.. Dr. Stone. X I, Sans-
bury, Frank S« bring, J. S. 1» Sauls. J.| M. Thayer. II 1. Thorr.ron, .Matthew!
Trimble. O. W. White. \. Wilson
Hates Warren. It T Warwick. John I.'
Warren. Allan K Walker, A c West and

I William Warner.

: Carry Small Parcels
The stores and their

patrons avoid many risks
when small packages are

' carried by the purchasers.
When goods must be deliveredthe customer should

t look at the sales slip to see
that name and address are

\ correct.
Get the Christmas spirit

! and be mutually helpful.
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TRAIN HITSAUTOMOBILE;
TWO INSTANTLY KILLED

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Grimes Meet
Death at Dangerous Railroad

Crossing at Lorton, Va.

Spwlal Dispatch to The Star.
LORTON, Va.. December 22..Mr. and

Mrs. Joseph Grimes of Braddock
Heights, Va., were instantly killed yesterdayafternoon at 5 o'clock when an

automobile in which they were attemptingto cross the Richmond. Fredericksburgand Potomac railroad tracks
here was struck by a train running at
the rate of fifty miles an hour.
Mr. and Mrs. Grimes were on their

way home after visiting Mrs. Grimes'
parents at Oecoquan. where they had
spent the day. The train, which was
No. 16, was a few minutes late, and
when it struck the automobile the latterwas demolished and thrown fifty
feet from the crossing, the bodies of
Mr. and Mrs. Grimes being thrown fifty
yards from the scene of the disaster.
At a coroner's inquest, of which

Prank \\\ Troth was the presiding
officer, the jury held that if proper
precautions had been taken by the railroadcompany at the crossing the accidentwould not have occurred. The
community is deeply stirred by the
tragedy and the citizens intend to demandthat the railroad company place
flagmen at Lorton crossing night and
day until a proposed "underpass" is
constructed.

Crossing Is Dangerous One.
The crossing is an exceedingly dangerousone. The approach to the tracks

from the Washington side is crooked, up
a steep grade, with a deep depression
on one side. The apyiroach from the Oecoquanside is between a high bank and
a large barn, which obscure all view of
the railroad until the tracks are reached.
Mr. and Mrs. Grimes were (taught by the
train coming out of this latter situation,
their car running slowly. A few months
ago a motor was hit by a train and the
five occupants were thrown some distance.but fortunately no one was killed.
Efforts have been made to induce the
railroad company to correct the conditions,and especially to maintain flagmen
at the crossing pending changes in the
road.
Mrs. Grimes is survived by her father

and mother, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Ham-
mil; three brothers, Wade, Ruben and
Paul, and by one sister, Miss Lillian
Hammil. Mr. Grimes has one brother
in Washington.

ELARISHlASTOFSUEZ,
CAPTURED BY BRITISH

Defensive Lines of English Now
Pushed Far Out on the Sinai

Peninsula.

By tire Associated Press.
LONDON", December 22..El Arish,

ninety miles east of the Suez canal,
was captured yesterday by the British.

El Arish is a fortified town of Egypt.
on the Mediterranean, near the frontier
of Palestine. It is a town of less than
20.000 population, in territory which
had been held by the. Turks since the
time of their invasion of Egypt and
unsuccessful attack on the Suez canal.
Little has been heard from the Egyptianoperations for some time, but the

British are known to have been makingsomewhat elaborate preparations to
protect the canal region from further
incursions such as that of last summer,
and their defensive lines have been
pushed far out on the Sinai peninsula.
Apparently there has been a recent effortstill further to extend the defensivezone of which the capture of
El Arish constitutes an important development.
The taking of El Arish establishes the

British front at this point well toward
the border of Palestine and marks the
farthest eastward penetration by Britishforces in this area since the Turkishraids began.
El Arish has been the object pre-

viwu.-ij> '» itnai i\n uy riiiLissri aviiuurn
and warships, and last May a combined
naval and air raid on the place was reported to have destroyed the fortifications.
PREPARE 150 BASKETS

OF FOOD FOR THE NEEDY

Department of Commerce Employes
Work Until After Midnight.

Distribution Tomorrow.

Employes of the disbursing office of
the Department of Commerce worked
until after last midnight to prepare
the 150 baskets which will be distributedto needy families throughout the
city tomorrow morning, as the Christmasremembrance from the employes
of this* department and the federal
trade commission.

In some instances the baskets were
not large enough and large bags were

purchased in which to 'convey the
edibles. Some families having as many
as twelve members are being provided
for, and every box will have plenty in
it to last the families for some time.
It will be something more than just a

Christmas dinner.
As soon as the <JePart'nerit opens tomorrowmorning at 9 o'clock the work

of distribution will begin. Secretary
Kedfleld has directed that two of the
big Department of Commerce trucks be
assigned to the disbursing office for the
distribution work, and these will be
used the greater part of the morning
in carryiiiK xne imsKeis ana ooxes ;iiki
I.uks to it 11 parts of the city where the
voluntary investigators of the departmentfound families in want

In some instances the boxes will
contain toys for the children an i clothingfor both grown-ups and children.

FORTY CHILDREN RECEIVE J
GIFTS FROM SANTA CLAUS

Christmas Tree Ladened With Presents,Apples, Oranges and Candy
at the Bureau.

Forty children of the poor, whose
mothers have to work for a living
while the little ones are cared for in
day nurseries, were the beneficiaries of
the benevolence of girl employes of the
bureau of engraving and printing at a

Christmas celebration today. There
were for each of the little people a gift
of some kind, and oranges, apples and
candy. And these came off a splendid
Christmas tree, all decorated and illumined.
Besides, Joseph K. Ralph, director,

and F. E. Ferguson, assistant director,
made talks to the children. Miss Ruth
Abott told Christmas stories to the
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THIS is NOT A SCENE ON A FRENCH
WITH EIGHT FRENCH SOLDIEIi
DAYS WITH RELATIVES IN CAN

children. F. C. Green of the bureau, entertainedas a ventriloquist with his
talking doll.
Then came Santa flans with flowing

white beard and heavy locks, all dad in
red. His reindeer stayed outside, but their
restless pawing made chimes of tneir
sleighbells. The children didn't know it.
but it was really John R. Newman, also
a bureau employe. He distributed the
gifts.
Miss Mary A. Gartner was the master

of ceremonies. It was Miss Gartner who
originated the idea and was given aid
and encouragement by Director Ralph.
The fund for the occasion, amounting

to $17.85, was contributed by the girls
on the statutory roll the office of the
chief clerk and of the division of assignmentsand reviews. The children
came from four day nurseries.that of
the Gospel Mission, of the Holy Family,
of the day nursery and dispensary connectedwith Neighborhood House and
Providence nursery.

FIVE LOSE THEIR LIVES
IN MASONIC HOME FIRE

Several Others Are Injured in the

Destruction of Lodge Building
at Wichita, Kan.

WTCHITA. Kan., December 2!!..At
least five persons are believed to have
lost their lives and several are sufferingfrom injuries as the result of a

fire that destroyed the main building
of the Kansas Masonic Home here early
today. In addition scores of old men

and women and children suffered from
the effects of smoke or from exposure
in a temperature of eight above zero.

Several, made unconscious by smoke or

overcome by cold as they fled from the
burning structure in their night clothes,
were taken to hospitals.
Tw bodies, so badly burned that identificationwas impossible, were taken

from the ruins before noon.
The home was the property of the

Grand Lodge of Kansas. The chapel,
valued at $10,000. ami the hospital, valuedat $9,000. were the only buildings
saved. The loss was estimated at $2.r»0,000.
The fire started in the boiler room

and had gained great headway before
being discovered by a passerby.

RUSSIANS FALL BACK
IN NORTHERN DOBRUDJA

PETROGRAD, December 22, via Dondon,3 p.m., British admiralty per WirelessPress..Russian troops in the
northern part of the Rumanian provinceof Dobrudja, having been attackedyesterday along the whole front by
superior numerical Teuton forces, says
the Russian official statement issued today,they have begun a further retirementto the northward.

CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES
AT DISTRICT BUILDING

Christmas festivities got under way
at the District building this afternoon.

Miss Alice George, secretary to CommissionerNewman and the first woman

to hold a position of that nature in
the District government, contributed a

brand-new feature to the building's
social activities when she entertained
ail the woman employes of the municipalityat a reception in the boardroom.
Tomorrow Melvin C. Hazen, surveyor,

will preside over his annual ^'hristmaseve luncheon, to be held in the
surveyor's office, with the Commissionersand heads of various departments
attending.
Miss George's guests numbered more

than seventy-five. The long table over
all the woman employes of the municiwhichthe Commissioners preside was

decorated with holiday greens, while a

smaller table at the base of the platform,
utiractivf-lv decorated, was laden

with dainty delicacies. The party lasted
from 2 until 4 o'clock.

FORMAL ACTION TAKEN.

Metropolitan Presbyterian Church
Accepts Pastor's Resignation.

The resignation of Kev. Paul K. Hickok
as pastor of Metropolitan Presbyterian
congregation was accepted at a meeting
of the congregation held last evening at

the church, and Elder H. K. .Simpson and

Deacon W. 1- HaId win were named at

members of a committee to report the

fa«t to the Presbytery of Washington.
Rev. Mr. Hickok plans to preach hit

farewell sermon to Metropolitan congregationJanuary 14. He is to become pastorof the Second Presbyterian Church oi
Troy. N. Y.
Following the formal report to the-presbyteryof the acceptance of the resigna

tion. it is expected that steps will bt
taken to secure a new pastor for Metropolitancongregation.

Celebrating Christmas
With Uncle Sam
In certain of the governmentdepartments and

bureaus Christmas is observedin impressive fashion; in one of them, for
example. there is a

memorial Christmas tree

each year. You will find
this article in The SundayStar.
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WARSHIP. IT IS THE STEAMSHIP C
IS ON THREE WEEKS' LEAVE FROM T
ADA. ALL HAVE SEEN ACTIVE SERA

'CLEVELAND IS SWEPT BY
WORST BLIZZARD OF YEAR

One Man Drops Dead From Exertion
While Battling- Snow Drifts

on Way to Work.

CLEVELAND, Ohio. December '11..
The worst blizzard of the year and one

of the worst in many years struck
Cleveland and vicinity early today.
Swept by a forty-eight-mile-an-hour
gale, several inches of snow was driftedinto stream and interurban railway
tracks, making through trains hours
late and seriously handicapping city
electric lines.
Ferdinand Triet, sixty-five years,

dropped dead from overexertion while
battling the drifts on his way to work
today. Two boys were killed by trains
last niglit which they did not observe

Kli««->r/l TM-r* nTh#»rv

were struck arid injured by automobiles
and street cars while blinded by snow.

Ohio Towns Under Snow.
COLUMBUS. Ohio, December 22..Ohio

towns and cities were busy today diggingthemselves out from under the.

heaviest snowfall in years. The storm

seemed to be general, but heavier in
the central and northern portions of
the. state.
CHICAGO. December 22..Today was

the coldest of the season in Chicago,
The official thermometer registered 2
degrees below zero. In central and
western Illinois the mercury went as
low as 11 degrees below zero.

COLD SNAP COMING.

Mercury Will Drop to Sixteen DegreesAbove Zero Tonight.
The cold end of the local weather

seesaw is going to drop down to sixteendegrees above zero tonight, the
weather bureau says.
So all those who fondly imagined this

morning that spring was here will
have to revise their opinions before
many more hours. Yesterday was "the
shortest day of the year." and today Is
just about as short, but not too short
to have the thermometer do some surprisingdrops.

GOOD CHRISTMAS IDEA
PASSED DOWN THE LINE

Buying- Piece of Silver Each Year for
Niece Finds Great Favor

With Others.

Let's see.that makes fourteen. Or
is it fifteen? I ll have to ask my wife,"
soliloquized a distinguished-looking
man in a local jewelry store this morningwhile the clerk was wrapping up
an attractive piece of silverware.
"Some Christmas list you've got,"

commented a friend who stood next
him at the counter. "Do you get them
all silverware?"

"That's not the number of people on

my Christmas list," explained the
other. "It's the number of years old
my niece Is. You see, when she was

born I gave her a piece of silverware.
Each and every Christmas I have repeatedthe gift. None of them is very
large or handsome, they are moderate
in size and price, but they are accumu-

latin*!"After Monday she will have either
fourteen or fifteen, I never can remem!her which, hut. anyhow, its quite a oolIlection when you look at them all to!gethor. Every piece is of this same

standard pattern and when she gets
married and sets up housekeeping for
herself her table won't he bare no mat1ter what happens."
"I'm going to start doing that very

same thing for a girl baby I know
who arrived last March," announced the
friend, to whom the idea was absolute-|ly new, "and 1 think I'll begin right
here at)d now."
The plan seemed so reasonable and

sensible to him that he told another1
friend who works in a newspaper, office
and. hence, it is presented here for
general consideration.

SPEECH OF KING GEORGE
PROROGUING PARLIAMENT

,
Expresses Confidence in Final
Achievement of Aims for Which

England Entered the War.

LONDON', December 22, 2:10 p.m..
The text of the king's speech in proroguingparliament today was as fol-:
lows:
"My lords and gentlemen: Through-;

out the months that have elapsed since
I last addressed you my navy and my
army, in conjunction with those of our
gallant and faithful allies, have by
their unceasing vigilance and indoin:-
table valor justified the high trust I
placed in them. I am confident that,
however long the struggle, their ef-
forts, supported by the indexible determinationof all my subjects throughoutthe empire, will finally achieve the
victorious consummation of those aims
for which 1 entered into the war.

"My government has been reconstructedwith the sole object of furtheringthose aims unaltered and unimpaired.1 thank you for the unstinted
liberality with which you continue to
provide for the burdens of the war.
The vigorous prosecution of the war
must be our single endeavor until we
have vindicated the rights so ruthlessly
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violated by our enemies and established
the security of Europe on a sure foundation.In this sacred cause I am as-j
sured of the united support of all my
people and I pray that the Almighty
God m^y give us His blessing."
King George was not. present in per-

son at the prorogation, which was ef-
fected by the lord high chancellor in
the house of lords and by the speaker
in the house of commons reading the
king's speech. Assent also was given
by royal commission to a number of
acts of parliament.
The prorogation of parliament is un-

til February 7.

TO SEE IF ANY OFFICIAL
PROFITED BY STOCK SMASH j
A congressional investigation as to

jvhether any administration official
profited financially in the recent stock
market smash is asked in a resolution
introduced late today by Representa-
tive Wood of Indiana.
The resolution asks "that a committeeof five representatives be appointed

by the Speaker of the House to investigateand make report as to whether
or not any one high in the administra-
tion of governmental affairs In the
United States, or any relative of any
one high in authority in the adminis-
tration of governmental affairs in the
United States, profited financially either
directly or indirectly by the fluctuation
in the tsock market occurring on
Thursday, December 21, 1916. following
the two contradictory interpretations
given to the public from the office of
the Secretary of State concerning the
note from the President of the United
States dated December 20. 1916, to the
belligerent powers."

PLEA PROVES FUTILE.

Young Portia Fails to Move Justice
Gould in Behalf of Prisoner.

Miss Dora Palkin, the young barris-
ter, who surprised many lawyers last
week when she appeared, in Criminal
Division 1 for the first time in defense
of Francis Benton, twenty-one years
old. who attempted to hold up a man in
a dark hallway in Georgetown, made
an earnest plea today before Justice:
Gould for probation for Benton. She
pointed out that intemperance was the
boy's chief fault and told the court
that he had promised to return to his
mother's home in Virginia if given anotherchance.
"You know it is dry in Virginia, your

honor." she pleaded.
"Well, Occoauan Is in Virginia," re-

-plied Justice Gould, "and 1 think the;
best thing for this boy is to give him
a term of imprisonment there."
He sent Benton to Ocouuan for ten

months.

Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Barr Dead.
Adjt. Gen. McCain has been informed1

of the death a few days ago, at Bristol,
X. II., of Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Barr,
retired, formerly judge advocate generalof tne army. Gen. Barr served as
military adviser to Secretaries of War
Ramsey, Lincoln, ICndicott and Proctor,!
and represented the War Department in
many important legal cases, including
the celebrated Carter case and its out-'
growth, the Greene and Gaynor case.
His wife and a son and a daughter, the
latter the wife of Maj. Frank Tomp-
kings. l\ S. cavalry, are living.

Buffalo Meat Sent to President.
A.MARILLO. Tex.. December 22..A

fat yearling buffalo killed by hunters
in the first buffalo hunt held in the
Texas Panhandle in many years was
dressed today and a large piece sent to
President Wilson. Others who will re-
ceive choice cuts are: Ambassador .Jus-
serand of France, Secretary uf the
Treasury W. <1. McAdoo and the four
members of the federal farm loan
board.

Seriously Blurt by Fall Into Areawav
Mrs. Rosa Lewis Townshend, a clerk

In the land office, was seriously hurt this
morning about 1:30 o'clock by a fall into
the areaway in front of the Mills build-
iriK. at Pennsylvania avenue and 17th'
street. She fell a distance of about rifteenfeet, the police reported, and re-
reived a fra< tore ol the left arm and injuriesto her head and shoulder. Mrs.
Townshend was taken to Emergem y
Hospital, where physicians said she
probably will recover.

*

Chicago Police Force Cut Down.
< 'HK'AOO, Decern be r 22..As a result

of an order of the city council's finance
committee requiring that the police departmentreduce expenditures by one

million dollars in 1917. it will be necessaryto drop 700 patrolmen or compel
every member <>f the department to
take a six-week vacation, police officialssaid today. Chief of Police (\ C.
liealey said the police force already
was short numerically and expressed
fear that such a move would mean the
augmentation of crime in the city.

Year in Prison for Stealing Jewels.
NEW YORK December 22..One year

in Sing Sing prison was the minimum
sentence with six months longer as the
maximum, passed today on Arthur P.
Daggett of I^archmont. N. Y.. formerly
in charge of a trust company deposit
vaults in which Mrs. E. H. Harriman,
widow of the capitalist, had placed
jewels for safe keeping. Daggett last
week pleaded guilty to larceny of
$60 000 worth of jewels, although he
has steadfastly maintained that he
found them on the floor and did not
take them from the vault. The propertywas recovered by the police after
some of it had been sold.

Capt. McGurrin to Be Guest.
Capt. M. McGurrin of Boise, Idaho,

for the past year serving with the
French army, is to be the guest of
honor at a meeting of Harding Camp,
Veterans of Foreign Wars, to be held
this evening at Pythian Temple, 9th
street near K street northwest.

y

$3,500 YET NEEDED
FOR OPPORTUNITIES

«< "ontinued from First l'ageT

a little garden and planted vegetables
among their flowers. Their drunken
father has deserted. The mother tries
to earn a little by sewing, so far as her
strength permits. Her church is also
helping, but $7 in addition, or $364 a

year, is needed.
Previously acknowledged. $111.25: P.

P- H.. $2; .\i. Philipsborn «Nr Co.. through
The Star, $10; t». W. M through The
Star. $1; f'harles A. Stevens, through
The Star. $2; A. M. and S. M. I> $f»: T.
P. S.. $3; Doris and Kalpli, 25 cents;
Mrs. Mc(».. $5; cash, $2; .1 M. W\. $1
Total, $142.50. Needed. $221.50.
Opportunity No. 9.Family Savings

Exhausted by Sickness.. The father
died after a long illness, which exhaustedhis savings. Now John, fifteen
years of age, is preparing to take his
father's place. He is learning a trade.
Tom. the thirteen-year-old boy. wants
to be a carpenter, like his father, but
must go to school for a while before he
can begin his trade. Meantime, he
works Saturday to earn money for the
baby's milk. The mother is a splendid
home-maker. There are six children in
all. making a family of seven, for
whom $S a week, or $41G a year, is:
needed.
Previously acknowledged. $40; G. A.)

Dodge. $:>; P. C. H $:t: Mrs. \V. S.. $1;
\V. S. N.. $5; M. I'hilipsborn & Co.,
through The Star, Charles A. Ste-
vens. $2; Rebecca P. Warner, throuch
The Star. $r», Mrs. J. F. I).. throuch The
Star. $1; R. (>., through The Star. $ 1:
A. M. and S. M. I,., $5; Doris and Ralph,
25 cents; J. M. \V., $1. Total. $74.25.
Needed $34 5.75.

Opportunity No. 10.Trouble* Never
Come Singly..First, the husband died,
leaving a widow with four children, all
under fourteen and the youngest a

baby. A devoted grandmother, a gov-
ernment employe, stopped into the
breach, and things were going well
until the dear old lady recently died.
Now the only income is what the
mother can make. With the high cost,
of all food supplies and with the lack
of other resources in this family, $12
a week, or $624 a year, will he necessaryto save the mother's health and
keep the family together.
Previously acknowledged, 5^0.50; C.

F.. $1; Dorothy, $1 G. \. Dodge. $5;
Ten-Minute Shoe Repairing. $15; J*. C.
H.t $2; R V. W $5; Miss K K. !>.. $1":
c. W., $1; J. A. W.. $10; G. T. R. 25
cents; K.. throtigh The Star. $1; M.
Philipsborn, through The Star, $5;
Charles A. Stevens, through The Star.
$2; W. R. S.. $79; A. M and S. M. R-. $4.
P. R. S.. $5; R. F. S , $2; H. K. R $10;
Doris and Ralph, 25 cents. Total, $240.
Needed. $384.
Opportunity No. 11.Widowhood and

Overwork..Mrs. X.. left a widow eight
years ago. with two small children to

support, has been struggling ever since
to keep up her home. The widow went
out to work until she contracted tuberculosisfrom overwork, and now the
doctor says she must stay at borne
The older child has just started to
work. Cntil the daughter can earn

more $10 a week, or $520 for the year,
is needed.
Previouslv acknowledged. $51; cash,

$1; G. A. Dodge. $5; I\ « H $2; W. S
N\, $5; M. Philipsborn & Co., through
The Star. $5; C. A. S., $2; W. P. D.,
through The Star. $10; cash, through
The Star, $3; a sympathizer, through

. ..~.i o \f I 5.1- T.
i ne cnar, *>. .*j. «m«.* o. .... .... * ..

F. S.. $3: D. L5. P., $5; Doris and Ralph.
25 cents: <1. B. P.. 25 cents. Total.
$133.25. Needed. J3&6.75.
Opportunity No. 12.%lmomt RIk

EnouKh to Take < are of "Mother and
the Little I'n'n.".At Christmas time
two years ago this devoted motherbrought to widowhood fared the
agony of having to part with her
four little children under eleven years
of age. She saw nothing hut an

orphan home for the children. Thirteen-year-oldAllen said one day when
he found his mother crying. "Never
mind, dearest, 1 am almost big enough
to take care of you and the little
tin's." but Allen is just at the beginning
of being a fine man and can only do
chores after school for the "minister."
Who will back Allen in drying his mother'stears and in helping the little un's?
Ten dollars a week, or $520 a year, will be
needed.
Previously acknowledged. $50: W. S.

X., S5: M. Philipsborn t4:- Co., through
The Star. $5; C. K. B., through The Star.
$4; Cha/les A. Stevens, through The
Star. $2: A. B. \\\, $25; A. M and S. M
L.. $4; E. W. ()., $5: Doris and Ralph,
25 cents: W. V. K., $5. Total. $105.25.
Needed, $414.75.
Opportunity No. 13.The Itlind nnd

the Partially Itlind..Parents terribly
handicapped, one blind and the other
partially so. The hoy of fourteen

ortiuti,. tnJpnt and
SI1UW u. urv.iuru u> .u».x

has mad^ up bis mind to be a draftsman.The second boy is clever with
tools and wants to be a carpenter. The
father works week days and preaches
Sunday at a small mission church. In
addition to what he makes $10 a week,
or $">20 a year, will be required to keep
this happy family intact.
Previously acknowledged. S^7.50; R.

F. F., $3; Si. Philipsborn. through The
Star, $5; Charles A. Stevens, through
The Star, $2; Mrs. J. L. M., through The
Star. $1 A. M. and S. M. I. $1; Doris
and Ralph, 25 cents: F. S , $1: J. M. \V..
$1. Total, $104.75. Needed. $415.25.

Opportunity Xo. 14.Appreciation IJeyoodWord*.."i can't express how 1

appreciate the money sent me. It was
indeed noble of you, and how am I
going to use it'.' I want to get a ton
of coal. 1 have four children. I want
to get tliem a pair of shoes, also sheets
and pillowcases." This letter was
written by one of last year's "Opportunities."by a widow with four- childrento support. Seven dollars a week,
or $304 a year, in addition to what relativescan give and the mother can

make, is needed.
Previously acknowledged. $50; C. T

B., $2; F. B. Myers, through The Star.
$2; M. Philipsborn «V- Co.. through The
Star, $5; harles A. Stevens, through
The Star. $2; A. M. and S. M. L., $1:
Doris and Ralph. 25 cents; 10. M. McN
>:>. Total. $74.25. Needed, $2Si».75
Prulesignated Previously acknowledged,$10.70: f> cash coin cards. $1.75;

A N \'., throuarh The Star, $1; A B.
\V\, $25: T. M D $1; <». A $2; Cora
Wells Shoope, $3; cash coin cards,
$15.22. Total. $51*. 67.
Total received for till, $2,062.1*0.

Criticises Clause in Constitution.
M FX ICO CITV. December 22. -('anon

(I. l'aredes. acting head of the Catholic
Church in Mexico, declared today that
the article adopted by the constitutionalcongress prohibiting clergymen
from teachinu in primary schools was

a mistake, lie said, however, that if
tlif article became law all .Mexicans
must obey it.

Austrian Archduke Appointed
Regent of Poland.

ARCIIDIKK CHARI.KS STKPHK.V
Of Austria, cousiu of the late emperor,
who has been selected rejccnt of Poland,with prospect of election as klngr
later.

V
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SEVERAL AEROS LOST ''

IN WESTERN FIGHTING
Trench Raids Reported by Both

British and Germans.Gun
Duels at Verdun.

Kv the Associated Press.
IiOXDON", December 22. The official

communication on the campaign in
France, given out by the war oflire at
midnight, reads:
"Last night a strong hostile raiding

party approached our lines opposite
Lens. Only a few of the enemy succeededin reaching our trenches. They
were promptly ejected and the enemy
was repulsed «'ir casualties wer«

very sliRht. 1
,

"Southwest of Armentieres a party of
our troops successfully entered th«
enemy's trenches We took over fifty
prisoners in the course of the raid
north of Arras, reported hi yesterday's ^

'

communique.
"Today tlie artillerv activity con

tinned especmllv marked along: our
front between the Sonnno and the
Ancie and in tiie neighborhood of
Vp res.
"The improvement in the weather

yesterday led to considerable aerial
activity. In the course of our raids
;H ton of explosives was dropped on

points of military importance behind
the enemy's lines. Much fighting occurredin the air. One enemy machine
was destroyed and six others were
driven down damaged. Four of our
machines are missing."

German Version of Fighting*.
PFRKIX. IDecember 22. The official

statement last night fellows
'Western froi t Army croup of

Crown Prim Kupprerht North of
Arras British detachments, which, after
strong artillery lir>-. liad entered our

most advumed trem h. w ejeeted by #

a counter thrust. n

"On both sides of t Sonime ei**nr
wea'hfr favorer ,e ;(.tiv:ty of the
artillery, wr.. some sectors Jn|creased to j/'.ct vioiem-e West of
Villers Carre-;.m 1, Grenadiers of the
Guard ar.rj Pru a Musketeers
force th' ir ay into a strong hostile
position that had been destroyed by
effective fire ar.d returned after blow1ing up some dugouts, to their own
lines as they ha been ordered, bring|ing bark with them four officers and
twenty-six men as prisoners and one

J machine gun.
"In numerous air engagements and

by our defensive tire the enemy m the
Somnie sector lost six airplanes.
"Army group of the Gorman Grown

Prince. Artillery firing was for the
most part of an unimportant nature.
and there was no infantry activity of
la major character. On the Aisne front
'several French patrols were repulsed.'

Guns Active North of Verdun.

| PARKS. December 22 (noon)..There
was lively cannonading in the region
of Louvement. north of Verdun, during
last night, says the war office in today's
bulletin on the progress of military
operations on the French front.

Board of Trade Urges
Referendum for District

on Prohibition Question
People of the District of Columbia

should be given a chance t<> voice their

j attitude on the prohibition question for
this city, as well as on other matters of *

i

importance, through a referendum, accordingto a letter which has just been
sent by «\ J. Gockeler. chairman of u

'special committee of the B.ard of
Trade, to Senator Oscar Underwood.
'rho lfttor iv; tlni'iflit bv in^nv r<» he es-

pecially timely, in view of the fa< t Thar
some /»f the District's leading citizens
have intimated they will go t«' the
President and urge him to veto the
Sheppard bill, which proposed prohibitionfor the District. if the referendum
is not provided in the bill

.Mr. tJookeler in his letter note? tvith
pleasure the interest 1 eing taken by
Senator I'nderw ood in the T»istrict of
Columbia referendum amendment to the
.Sheppard bill.

The Washing!- .1 Hoard of Trade has
gone on record favor of this referendumwithout aliening1 itself either for
or against prohibition." explains <*hair,man Gockeler in his letter. "The niem|bership of the Board of Trade is approximately1.composed of the
leading business and professional men
of the District. and we feel that the
people of Washington should have a

voice by means f a referendum <01 this
subject. It is also thought by many
that we should have this privilege on
other important subjects that are vita!
to the welfare of the District. I thank
you very inu- h for your interest in this
matter.

GREAT ARTILLERY DUEL
RAGES NEAR MONASTIR

I'.y |he Axt.ii-inied IT. -s.

J .-MH.-i, x I, x,i ill llll'-' J

duel ol" great intensity occurred north
uf .Monastic on Thursday, tlie war office
announced in today's statement re-

garding operations on tin Macedonian '

front Along the easterly end of the
line, on the Strum.t front, encounters
.between patrols occurred.

BlfRLIN I 'e-.-ember '22 Following is ,
4

\» sterda\'s ot'icial report from the
Macedonian front

"tjei man rides maintained the muchIdisputed heights east of Paralovo. in
the ('» ; !.a bend. against strong Ru»;sian attacks."

MARRIAGE LICENSE RUSH.

Col. Kroll's Office Closes This AfternoonUntil Next Tuesday.
Because his olfice will be closed all

day tomorrow arid no licenses may be
scoured after 4 o'clock lb:- af'-rnooi
until next Tuesday, Col W. A. Kroll of
the marriage license bureau was one

of the busiest men in Washington to!day.
In preparation for he rush of applicantsCol. Kroll arrived early this

morning, ami. carrying out the holiday
{spirit, brought with him a large bunch
of mistletoe, which he placed in a conJspicuous place above his counter as a

sort of directing star to I -rid the blissfullyineiined to the pia- an. i). i "*

necessary permit may be obtained He
thought seriously of having a large
sign placed at the entrance of the
courthouse reading something like this
"Marriage licenses at the sign of the'
mistletoe." lie was in such a rush to y
arrive this morning, he stated, that lor
had to abandon the notion of the sign.

Claude Graliame-White Married.
L< >XIH>.\". I >e« etnber 22..Flight CommanderClaude (I rahame-White was

married at the registry office yesterday
to Ethel Levey, the actress.
Commander Grahanic-White's first

wife, who was Miss Dorothy Taylor of
New York, obtained a divorce in Londonlast June. Lthel Levey formerly
was the wife of George M. Cohan of
New York. Their marriage was dissolvedin 1907.

CONVENIENCE FOR
SHOPPERS.

The fully equipped post /
office at 11 til and F streets, v

just below Moses", is a great
convenience for shoppers
who wish to mail packages.
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